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nature to call for particular notice. 
This set of Abhorrers begin by deploring | conduct towards the public in England, 
“the late alarming riots,’ though not a| should seek shelter amidst the camps an@-gar= 
hundredth part so much mischief was done | risons of the English army! 1 beg my 
in them as was done by the Church-and- | readers to ponder this well in their minds; 
King mob at Birmingham, or at Liverpool. | and, odd as the thing may appear, at first: 
Far, however, be it from me to palliate sight, I am deceived if they will not soon 
auy mobbish violences; and, I think, that | discover a probable reason for Mr. Hunt’s 
the worst enemies thatthe cause'of Reform) selection. This is a curious affair, and to 
has, are those who, under pretence of} be well noted by the people. 
‘enging the injuries of the 
mit breaches of the peace, 

lor the due exercise of law; for a govern- Portugal so many thousands of pounds in 
ment of law; this is what we are contend-} our debt, and that those whom’ the law 
ing for; and we detest, unlawful violence, | commanded to take sureties for Mr. Hunt, 
by whomsoeverit may be committed.- 
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“ That there should be found gentlemen, who wou!d annihilate the people, and acknowledge no other 
« yoice than that of this House, is to me not at al! surprising ; because the condact of the most violerit 
sticklers for. this doctrine, bas not deserved much applause or favour from them. But that they 
“ shonid have renounced reason,and conimon sense, so far as to maintain that the majority of this 
assembly is the only organ by which their seauments can be expressed, is to me truly, surprising. 
‘Tor where, in the name of wonder, shou!d the House acquire the necessary knowledge or intelligence ? 
“Js it by tarping over these musty volumes or by rummaging these gaudy boxes whith lie on ‘your 
“table? Nos they contain’none of these mysteries. How then are they to be explored? ITs there 
“ ony virtue or inspiration in these beaches or cushions, by which they are communicated ?’ or does the 
“echo of these walls whisper the, secret ia your ears? Noj but the echo of every.o/her, wall, the 
* murmur of every stream, the shouts, aye, and the hoots and hisses, of every street in the nation, ring 
“it in your ears, and deafen you with their din. Deafen yout, did Tsay? Alas! you were deaf before, 
“ or rather dead; else'you would have heard ; for their voice is loud enough to waken almost the dead. 
“ For shame, gentlemen; let us hear no more such weak reasonings and sophistical refinements. Far 
“ from producing coaviction, they cannot even extort a smile, except: peradventure at the author, who 
“ resembles a hunter, that would catch an elephant in toils made of cobweb. The peaple have a voice 
“ of their own, and it must, nay it will be, sooner or later, heard ; and I, as in duty bound, will alwayg 
‘ exert every nerve, and every power, of which I am master, to hasten the completion of the desirable 
“ event.” ———eMa, Burks. Speethta ihe House of Commons, 6th Dec. 1769. 
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SCAIMTARY OF POTITICS. urged by every Robber, private as well as 
public. We complain, for instance, that 

ABHORRERS OF WESTMINSTER. Mr. Hunt, one of the favourites of the 
There bas been published in the news- | « great Statesman now-no-more,” has 
papers, A Dgciaration on the part of}\gone off to Portugal.—Stop here, @ ‘mo- 
persons calling themselves “ housekeepers | ment.—How came he to go to Portugal ? 
“and other inhabitants, within the city and | To Portugal where our armies are? To 
“ liberties.of Westminster ;’’ and, though | Portugal, a country, infact; in our pos- 





no signatures have, as yet, been put to| session? How came Mr. Hunt to go to 


this Declaration, its contents are of a| Portugal? It was odd enough, that he, 
who fled from the consequences of his 





To re- 
sple, com-| turn from this ‘digression; we complain, 
+ is for law; | for instance, that Mr. Hunt is gone off to 











had neglected to take those sureties ; so 


The Abhorrers; above-mentioned use a/ that there was no redress left us; and 

creatdeal of centymixediwith nosmall share | that, when a motion was made in the 

of invective ; but the,passage, which I am Honourable House to censure (not punish, 
pointout to the parti 





at-| but merely censure) this neglect, that 
, teltites to the huppi-|-motion was negatived by a large majority 
this country, com-| of the. Honourable House. When we 
‘tm other coun-| complain of this, or of any other thing of 
a Frances2—This is| the same sort, we afé told, that we are 
never will approve} much better off than the' French; that there 
te ing;| isa military despotism :in France; and the 
ike. _— we complain of Lord Castle- 
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635} 
reagh’s offering to give a writership for 
the purpose of its being swapped against 
a seat in parliament, and that the House 
did not censure him for it; the answer 
is, that we are not half so miserable us 
the people in France are. When we com- 
lain of any thing, no matter what it 
% no matter how oppressive the act, 
how wicked, how shameful, how revolting 
to all the principles of our constitution 
and all the feelings of nature; the an- 
swer tous is: ‘“ You are not half so sise- 
“ rable as the people of France.” This, 
which is the strongest possible proof of 
our adversaries being destitute of all sound 
argument, is the mode of reasoning adopt- 
ed by the Westminster Abhorrers. But, 
to what, as I said before, might not the 
like of this be an answer? Take away the 
trial by jury in all cases where the party 
ts accused of seditious conduct: well, the 
French have no trial at all (or, so it is said, 
at least) in such cases. Hang men for 
offences against the government, without 
judge or jury: well, the French are hanged 
or shot (so some people assert) for such 
offences, not only without judge or jury, 
but without being informed of what they 
are hung or shot for Any thing, there- 
fore, may, if we once admit of this mode 
of reasoning, receive answer quite conclu- 
sive. If we are never to complain, until 
we can prove, that we are treated as bad, 
or worse than the people of France are 
treated, the liberties of England will, I 
should hope, cease to be a subject of boast- 
ing. But, now let us see the passage 
alluded to; and, as we proceed, take a lit- 
tle time to inquire into the facts. 
*« Does bistory record a nation arrived at 
* so-proud a height as Great Britain and 
“ Treland at this moment? These are facts 
«‘ that cannot be contradicted, and the re- 
* sult (so far) of the success of the presens 
“* contest is a matter ef astonishment and 
“wonder to the whole of the civilized 
** world.—It ig true, and it is much to be 
*‘ deplored that the public burthens are 
‘“ heavy; but it is also true, and self evi- 
“‘ dent, that the increased opulence of the 
** nation has been fully equal to the pres- 
“sure. The luxuries and the splendour 
“of the higher orders of society do no: 
** appear to be diminished. The middling 
“ classes appear also to enjoy even mor: 














“ comforts than when taxes were not one-- 


 fourtu of what they are at. present, while 
“ the condition of the | 
“< eqeea/, of not beiter than at any foriner pe- 
“riod.—The wise measures adopted in 
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: the course of the reign of our benicn 

sovereign, have provided remedy forthe 
a7 Jats 

reduction of the National Debt, which 4 
“ advancing with a degree of rapidity towards 
“that great object which is truly astonish. 
“eng, and will soon operate powerfully in 
diminishing the public burdens. —-,,. 
“* we complain, therefore, let us look to the 
“state of the Continent of Europe con. 
‘pared with the happy Country in which 
“ Providence has been pleased to place us 
“and judge of our true situation, Ip 
«« France, and the Countries she has brought 
“ under her yoke, zt zs known, to a certainty, 
“that the tares are higher than in Grea; 
«« Britain, and collected in the most arbi. 
“trary manner by the military power: 
“ the Agriculture is every where crippled ; 
« the manufactures are paralyzed; and the 
“commerce almost annihilated. The 
“unhappy people under the dominion of 
“ France are actually compelled to make 
“< bricks without straw. The means of sub- 
“‘ sistence by the different sources of in- 
‘“« dustry are denied to them, while they are 
‘‘ oppressed by exactions and contributwns 
to support the military, by which the lit- 
“tle capitals they possessed are nearly 
“ exhausted, and their situation rendered 
“ unbearable by a system of tyranny and 
* oppression which has scarcely any pa- 
“ raliel in the history of the world.—But 
“ this is not alt. «Their sons are torn from 
“© the bosom of their families by the coascrip- 
“« tion laws, as soon as they arrive at the 
“ age of 18 years, and sent to perish in the 
“ armies of Spain and Germany, where, 
“ there is the strongest reason to believe 
* 250,000 have been laid in their graves 
“ by sickness and the sword during the 
“ last two years.— How very different \s the 
situation of the people, in this happy 
“country! and how much reason they 
“have to be thankful to Divine Provi- 
«dence for the blessings they enj?Y: 

—To give any answer at all to, or com 
ment upon, the Declaration of persons 6 
very ignorant as those must have been, 
by whom. this paper was penned, may 
scem to be a waste of time; but, wher 
we consider, that we have here os 
more than what these people a 
tauyht by their betters, and that, 1 
ihe fast resource of our enemies gat 
pagite notions. like these, we shall Bn’ 
tiat it isour duty to expose mem 
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« the present contest.”’——Really this is 
too impudent. Just as if the history of 
the occurrences at the Helder, in South 
America, in Portugal and Spain, and at 
Walcheren, were already forgotten! We 
are, it seems, however, to think ourselves 
« great,’ and we are to be * proud,” be- 
cause we are not yet subdued, as the rest 
of the nations of Europe have been. To 
such a state have we come, that the not 
having been yet absolutely conquered is 
‘o be considered a matter fit to be boasted 
of. These Abhorrers, who bid us be 
happy because we are not yet conquer- 
ed, might use the same argument in 
answer to every sort of complaint ; but, 


they seem to forget, that the contest is not | 


yet over. They seem to forget, that this 
contest is now going on; and, that, when 
we began it, we were promised victory, 
and not mere safety ; not the mere ab- 
sence of being conquered. But, at any 
rate, what has this to do with Parliamentary 
Reform ? What has this to do with the-sell- 
mg and buying of seats in the Honoura- 
bie House ? Suppose we have triumphed 


ui the contest ; suppose we have beat the | 


Trench, and are now in no danger from 
them, is that a reason why we should not 
complain of the decision of the House 
upon the motion of Mr. Madocks? 
StconpLy, the Abhorrers tell us, that 





they deplore the weight of the taxes, but | 


that the luxuries of the rich have not dimi- 
nished, the comforts of the middling classes 
have increased, and that the condition of 
the labouring people is better than ever.— 
Why, then, do they deplore the weight of 
the taxes?——What hardy fronts or what 
empty heads must these men have! To 
make such assertions as these in the pre- 
sent well-known situation of the country is 
impudent beyond example. It is noto- 
tious; it is. tn proof before the House, 
that the number of the paupers has been 
doubled since the year that Pitt. became 
minister, and that, at this time, about one 
person out ef every seven, in this king- 
dom, is a pauper. And, as to the middle 
class, there is scarcely any remains of that 
class; but all are rich or poor; all in- 
dependence js swallowed up in the gulph 
of taxation. These truths are notorious, 






and yet, there are s, who have the 
impudence to make assertions like these 
aboy ted.———But, if it was true, as 
it is false, that the people were as well 
off'as formerly, w that be a reason 





ld not complain of 
»Walcheren? Would that 
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be any reason why Englishmen should 
not complain of the vote upon Mr. Ma- 
docks’s motion? Would that be any rea- 
son why they should not complain of acts 
of bribery and corruption; of frauds, pe- 
| culations, and acts of robbery committed 
| upon them? Would that be any reason 
| why they should not ask for a Reform of 
| parliament ?——Tuirpty, the Abhorrers 
| assert, that the measures adopted for “ pro- 
| “viding @ remedy tor the reduction of the 
| 
| 





« National Debt” have had such a won- 
derfully fine effect, that the said measures 
« will svon operate powerfully in diminisa- 
| ing the public burdens.’’ Soon! why so 
| Pitt and his set asserted nearly thirty years 
/ago. It wasby the means ol this delusion 
|(in which, [ really believe, he himself 
| was as much a dupe as any body) that he 
made his grand strides to power. . Not a 
penny, however, has ever been éaken from 
the public burdens on account of this debt. 
| To defray the charge on account of the 
debt more and more money is raised upon the 
people every year. Last year the expences 
of the debt were greater than they were 
the year before ; this year they will be 
greater than they were last year ; and 
thus has the thing been going on ever 
since Pitt became minister. What impu- 
dence, then, must men have, or how gross- 
ly ignorant must they be, to tell us, that 
the public burdens will soon be lightened 
by the means of this debt system! 
In 1792, the year before the war against 
the finances of France, the people of this 
kingdom paid, annually, NINE millions of 
pounds on account of the debt. They 
paid last year THIRTY ONE millions on 
account of that debt; so that, in the space 
of 18 years, the debt has gone on in- 
creasing from 9 millions to 31 millions, 
notwithstanding theoperation of the mea- 
sure of reduction ; and,.in the face of this 
undeniable fact, these Abhorrers have the 
impudence to assert that that “ wise mea- 
sure will soon operate powerfully in dimi- 
nishing the public burdens,’’’ 'To be sure, 
there is some allowance to be made for 
men who talk of “ a remedy for the reduc- 
« tion.”’ Pitt’s scheme and measures were 
a remedy for the reduction with a vengeance. 
The ignorance of these people does not, 
however, prevent them from being 








able to mislead others. It is, therefore, 

necessary to expose the falsehood of 

their assertions. This is a false hope 

that they hold out, There will be no 

diminution of the public byrthens arise 

from any of the measures yet adopted, 
2n2 
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relative to the debt; and the only pos- 
sible alleviation to be felt by those 
who pay the interest, is the increase of 
the paper-money, which causes, and must 
cause, a depreciation in the value of 
money, and of course, diminish the real 
amount of the interest received by the 
fund-holder. Fourracy, we are desired 
by these Abhorrers to look at the state 
of the Continent of Europe, and, “ before 
“we complain,’ compare the situation of 
France (and the countries she has over- 
rum) with our own situation. When they 
were aboutit, they might have bid us look 
at China, where the people are compelled 
to kneel down and lick the dust when their 
masters pass by; or at Africa, where the 
people are sold into slavery. Why stop 
at France and the countries she has over- 
run? Why not tell us, at once, that until 
our rulers have the power, as in Algiers, 
to give us a flogging, or even to put us to 
death, whenever they please, we ought 
not to complain? What have we ‘to do 
with other countries ? Is an Englishman 
not to complain of any act of aniawful | 
power, because there are more odious acts 
of that sort committed in other countries ? 
What an insolent species of reasoning! | 
— Instead of waiting till our situation 

be as bad as that of enslaved nations, it 
behoves us, in looking at the state of those 
nations, to begin betimes to guard our- 
selves against their fate. But, without 
thinkmg it at all necessary in the way of 
answer to these Abhorrers, let us see a 
little into their facts. They ‘say: “ In 
«© France and the countries ‘she has brought 
under her yoke, it is known‘to a certainty, 
“ that the taxes are higher than in Great 
“ Britain, and collecied in the most-arbitrary 
«manner by the military power; that agri- 
“* culture is every where crippled.’ I stop 
here, and call upon the reader to admire 
the imipudence, the insolent contempt for 
the people’s understanding, the profligate 
defiance of truth, here ‘exhibited to the 
public. It is notorious, that, at this very 
time, this kingdom receives part of its food 
from France and the countries she has brought 
under her yoke, and that our corn-markets 
are regulated by the supplies therefrom 
received. It is notorious that this food ‘is 
brought to us in the vessels of France and 
the countries she has brought under her 
yoke. What then must be the impudence 
or the ignorance of these hireling Abhor- 
rers! The agriculture of France "lias, by 
many persons, been described as in a very 
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to what any one has said, or can 
about it, we know, that France has com 
to sell; we’ know that France has corn to 
spare; and we know that we are glad to 
purchase that corn, and to pay to our 
mortal enemy, yea even to Buonaparté, g 
tax of, perhaps, stx-pence or SevEen-Pence upon 
every quartern louf that we eat, that is nade 
of emported wheat. ‘This is our situation: 
Buonaparte gives us leave to have French 
corn to make bread of; but he makes y; 
pay him six-pence or seven-pence in tax 
for every quartern loaf made out of 
his corn. And, it is while we are carry. 
ing on such a traflick as this; while we 
are sending away all the gold and silver 
we can scrape together (for they will 
have none of ovr p2per-money) to en- 
rich the farmers in France and her de. 
pendent states ; it is while this is going 
on, that we have men amongst us impu 
dent enough to bid us be contented with- 
out any reform of abuses, to bid us hold our 
peace, because agriculture under the sway 
of Buonaparté is every where crippled, and 
that the means of subsistence is denied io the 
people ! But, again I return to my ques 
tion: supposing what you say to be as 
true as it is false, what is the state of 
France to us? If tie people of that coun- 
try were actually starving for wet of 
bread, owing te tire government of buona 
parté, instead “of having bread in such 
sundance as to be able to spare us some, 
if they were expiring with hufiger, is that 
any reason why the people of England 
should be‘imprisoned, or punished in any 
way, without trial by a jury? When the 
people of England complain that Magna 
Charta and the Law of the Land have 
been violated, are they to be silenced by 
being told, thatthe people of France have 
no bread to eat !—<It is curious to ob- 
serve the strong resemblance which 9 
reasonings of Buonaparté, or rather 1s 
statements, bear to the answers given & 
by those who are opposed to eres 
tary reform, and who attempt to dete ' 
the recent measures of the House of Com 
mons. These latter bid us look at t 
signs of prosperity ail over the set i 
the improvements of every sort, no 
cially in agricuiture;) the new 700" 

nals, and the like. 


say, 





What’ is ‘ail this m 2 
swer to the’ man. who-complams © oe 
decision upon Mr. Madocks’s mono, 
of the ‘violation ‘of Magna Charta ee 
| Law of the Land ? Supposing it sh 09 
last, be judicially decided; that 5" 

cis Burdett and Mr. Gale Jones have 





flourishing state; but, without- resorting 
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illegally imprisoned ; and, of course, if it | 
shall appear that the violence and murders | 
occasioned by the imprisonment of the 
former are wholly to be attributed to 
those, who ordered that imprisonment ; 
supposing this should, at last, be the law, 
shal! Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Jones 
be told, and shall the relations of the mur- 
dered people be told, in answer to. their 
complaints, that we have vast improvements 
going on in highways, watercourses, and cat- 
ie-Lreeding ? If so; if this bean answer 
to those, who complain of violations 
of the constitution ; if this be a sufficient 
answer, let us hear nothing more against 
tie government of Buonaparté, who, 
every year, in his Expose, takes care to 
give avery fudl, and, I dare say, pretty 
‘rue, account of the many and great im- 
provements in agriculture, roads, canals, 
Wtridges. This is one of the old tricks 
ofdespotism. It generally takes care of 
ils siaves, for precisely the same reason 
that a man takes good care of his horses 
and his sheep. I should think, that 
lls circumstance, so very notorious as 
it 18, of Buonaparté’s boasting of his 
great Improvements, of, “ amelioration,” 
(ior that is the cant word) as to roads, 
end conals ‘and bridges and agriculture 
and schools and the rest of it, would 
moke our adversaries cautious how they 
cil into the same train of boasting. 
Were there, indeed, nothing to be looked 
aiier but mere eating and drinking and 
clothing and fire, in any part of the com- 
munity ; if mind and sentiment were wholly 
out of the question, then there might be 
some foundation for this sort of reasoning ; 
but, does a man want nothing but food and 
raiment? And, besides, nothing is more 
‘tue than that real plenty does hardly ever 
£0 hand in hand with these showy * ame- 
horutions”’ In China every thing is in 
sich order, that even a pebble is not to kz 
seen to roughen-the surface of the road, 
on which the emperor travels for hundreds 
of miles at a stretch. ‘The whole country, 
in China, is a garden, better cultivated, 
perhaps, than the choicest kitchen gar- 
dens in this kingdom ; and in India, not 
only are the fields in many cases, cultivat- 
ed by the hand of man, but the corn is - 
Watered out of wells, the water being 
drawn and distributed by men, women, 
and children, Yetare the’ people in those 
Countries the most wretched of. slaves, 
though there are not wanting writers, who 








would. be glad to see glishmen in the 
tame plete “ Tdia. in ‘England ” is the, 


‘ 


wish of their heart. Letus hear nomore, 
then, about ¢mprovements and ameliorations, 
about roads and canals and bridges and 
enclosures and turnpike- gates as sO many 
proofs of national “ prosperity”? and hap- 
piness; for, so to consider them is to con- 
sider the people of England as so many 
brutes, as so many animals, having no 
other cares than those relating to food 
and - raiment. There is, moreover, 
another reason, which, methinks, should 
make men in power shy of emplov- 
ing this argument; for, if PLENTY 
(and what are your -agricultural im- 
provements unless that be the eflect of 
them); if plenty be @ proof of good go- 
vernment, and of a state of things that re- 
guiresno change, what must SCARCITY be 
a proof of ? It is odd enough, that, while 
these gentlemen are chaunting’ out, with 
lungs of Brobdignagians, the vast émprove- 
ments of the day, and quoting them as 
proofs of good government, they are 
equally loud against all improvement in 
the management of the public affairs, 
which they call znnovation and revolution 
and what not! But, to come back to the 
proof afforded by plenty, what would be 
said of us Reformers, if we were to cite 
scarcity as a proof of bad government ¢ 
Yet, nothing could be fairer. If fine 
fields and crops.and cattle are to be cited 
as proof that no change. in the system 
of politics is wanted, why may not 
bad crops anda scarcity of food be 
cited in proof on the opposite side? 
The quartern loaf is now seventeen pence, 
It may be much dearer; but which 
of us would not be calleda most seditious 
villain, if he were to attribute the high 
price of the loaf to the mismanagement of 
public affairs? With full as much truth, 
however, and with as much sincerity 
might that be done, as the improvements 
of the reads and bridges and canals, and 
cattle are imputed to the present system, 
There is no getting out of this. Either 
plenty is by no means to be attributed to 
the present mode of managing the affairs 
of the country, or, scarcity is.to be attri- 
buted to that same cause. The latter has 
the better ground to stand upon, because 
the waste of war must always be something, 
though, comparatively, it cannot be any 

eat deal. The keeping of a great num- 

r of the ablest hands from agricultural 
labour, and a great number of the best 
horses from the same sort of labour: these 
must produce some effect, and as this cause 
of diminution in point of produce, may, 
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relative to the debt; and the only pos- 
sible alleviation to be felt by those 
who pay the interest, is the encrease of 
the paper-money, which causes, and must 
cause, a depreciation in the value of 
money, and of course, diminish the real 
amount of the interest received by the 
fund-holder. Fourracy, we ate desired 
by these Abhorrers to look at the state 
of the Continent of Europe, and, “ before 
“we complain,’ compare the situation of 
France (and the countries she has over- 
ru) with our own situation. When they 
were aboutit, they might have bid us look 
at China, where the people are compelled 
to kneel down and lick the dust when their 
masters pass by; or at Africa, where the 
people are sold into slavery. Whiy stop 
at France and the countries she has over- 
run? Why not teil us, at once, that until 
our rulers have the power, as in Algiers, 
to give us a flogging, or even to put us to 
death, whenever they please, we ought 
not to complain? What have we ‘to do 
with other countries ? Is an Englishman 
not to complain of any act of unlawful 
power, because there are more odious acts 
of that sort committed in other countries ? 
What an insolent species of reasoning! 
Instead of waiting *till our situation 
be as bad as that of enslaved nations, it 
behoves us, in looking at the state of those 
nations, to begin betimes to guard our- 
selves against their fate. But, without 
thmkimg it at all necessary in the way of 
answer to these Abhorrers, let us see a 
little. into their facts, They say: “ In 
«© France and the countries she has brought 
under her yoke, it is tnown to a certainty, 
“that the taxes are higher than in Great 
“ Britain, and collecied én the most:arbitrary 
“manner by the military power; that agri- 
“* culture is every where crippled’? I stop 
here, and call upon the reader to admire 
the impudence, the insolent contempt for 
the people’s understanding, the profligate 
defiance of truth, here ‘exhibited to the 
public. It is notorious, that, at this very 
time, this kingdom receives part of tts food 
from France and the countries she has brought 
under her yoke, and that our corn-markets 
are regulated by the supplies therefrom 
received. It is notorious that this food is 
brought to us in the vessels of France and 
the countries she has brought under her 
yoke. What then must be the impudence 
or the ignorance of these hireling Abhor- 
rers! The agriculture of France “lias, by 
many persons, been described as in a very 





POLITICAL REGISTER.—Abhorrers of Westminster. 


to what any one has said, or can say 
about it, we know, that France has cor 
to sell; we’ know that France has corn to 
spare; and we know that we are glad to 
purchase that corn, and to pay to our 
mortal enemy, yea even to Buonaparté, g 
tax of, perhaps, six-pence or seven-pence upon 
every quartern loaf that we eat, that is made 
of emported wheat. ‘This is our situation: 
Buonaparté gives us leave to have French 
corn to make bread of; but he makes y; 
pay him six-pence or seven-pence in tax 
for every quartern loaf made out of 
his corn. And, it is while we are carry. 
ing on such a traflick as this; while we 
are sending away all the gold and silver 
we can scrape together (for they will 
have none of ovr paper-money) to en- 
rich the farmers in France and her de. 
pendent states ; it is while this is going 
on, that we have men amongst us impo 
dent enough to bid us be contented with 
out any reform ofabuses,to bid us hold our 
peace, because agriculture under the sway 
of Buonaparté is every where crippled, and 
that the wears of subsistence 2s denied io the 
people ! Bat, again I returivto my ques 
tion: supposing what you say to be as 
true as it is false, what is the state of 
France to us? If the people of that coun- 
try were actually starving for wet of 
bread, owing to tlre government af \onla= 
parté, instead “of having bread in such 
«wundance as to be able to spare us some; 
if they were expiring with hufiger, is that 
any reason why the people of England 
should beimprisoned, or punished in any 
way, Without trial by a jury? When the 
people of England complain that Magn 
Charta and the Law of the Land have 
been violated, are they to be silenced by 
being told, thatthe people of France have 
no bread to'eat !—It is curious to ob- 
serve the strong resemblance which = 
reasonings of Buonaparté, or rather D's 
statements, bear to the answers given 
by those who are opposed to ren 
tary reform, and who attempt to dele 
the recent measures of the House of Com 
mons. These latter bid us look at HY 
signs of prosperity ail over the ett ; 
the cmprovements of every sort, 20 root 
cially in agriculture;) the mew M0 
nals, and the like. What'is ail this in 
swer to the’ men. who -complams ° or 
decision upon Mr. Madocks’s corre 
of the ‘violation of Magna Charta all, tt 
Law of the Land > Supposing it sha 
| last, be judicially decided; that 5" 





cis Burdett and Mr. Gale Jones have 
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illegally imprisoned ; and, of course, if it 
shall appear that the violence and murders 
occasioned by the imprisonment of the 
former are wholly to be attributed to 
those, who ordered that imprisonment ; 
spposing this should, at last, be the law, 
shal! Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Jones 
be told, and shall the relations of the mur- | 
dered people be told, in answer to. their 
complaints, that we have vast improvements 
going on tn highways, watercoufses, and cat- 
ie-lreeding ? If so; if this bean answer 
to those, who complain of violations 
of the constitution ; if this be a sufficient 
answer, let us hear nothing more against 
ue government of Buonaparté, who, 
every year, in his Expose, takes care to 
give avery full, and, I dare say, pretty 
‘rue, account of the many and great im- 
provements in agriculture, roads, canals, 
ges. ‘This is one of the old tricks 
otdespotism. Jt generally takes care of 
ilssiaves, for precisely the same reason 
that a man takes good care of his horses 
and his sheep. I should think, that 
is Ccireumstance, so very notorious as 
it is, of Buonaparté’s boasting of his 
great Improvements, or, “ amelioration,” 
(ior that is the cant word) as to roads, 
end conals and bridges and agriculture 
and schools and the rest of it, would 
meke our adversaries cautious how they 
ii into the same train of boasting. 
Were there, indeed, nothing to be looked 
aier but mere eating and drinking and 
clothing and fire, in any part of the com- 
munity ; if mind and sentiment were wholl 
out of the question, then there might be 
some foundation for this sort of reasoning ; 
but, does a man want nothing but food and 
fciment.? And, besides, nothing is more 
‘Tue than that real plenty does hardly ever 
£0 hand in hand with these showy  ame- 
“orutions.” In China every thing is in 
such order, that even a pebble is not to kz 
seen to roughen-the surface of the road, 
on which the emperor travels for hundreds 
of miles at a stretch. ‘The whole country, 
in China, is a garden, better cultivated, 
Perhaps, than the choicest kitchen gar- 
dens in this kingdom ; and in India, not 
only are the fields in many cases, cultivat- 
ed by the hand of man, but the corn is - 
Watered out of wells, the water being 
drawn and distributed by men, women, 
and children, Yetare the people in those 
Countries the most rested of. slaves, 
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Let us hear no more, 
then, about tmprovements and ameliorations, 
about roads and canals and bridges and 
enclosures and turnpike- gates as sO many 
proofs of national “ prosperity”? and hap- 
piness; for, so to consider them is to con- 
sider the people of England as so many 
brutes, as so many animals, having no 
other cares than those relating to food 
and -raiment. There Is, moreover, 
another reason, which, methinks, should 
make men in power shy of employv- 
ing this argument; for, if PLENTY 
(and what are your -agricultural im- 
provements unless that be the eflect of 
them); if plenty be a proof of good go- 
vernment, and of a state of things that re- 
guiresno change, what must SCARCITY be 
a proof of ? It is odd enough, that, while 
these gentlemen are chaunting’ out, with 
lungs of Brobdignagians, the vast ¢mprove- 
ments of the day, and’ quoting them as 
proofs of good government, they are 
equally loud against all improvement in 
the management of the public affairs, 
which they call ¢nnovation and revolution 
and what not! But, to come back to the 
proof afforded by plenty, what would be 
said of us Reformers, if we were to cite 
scarcity as a proof of bad government ¢ 
Yet, nothing could be fairer. If fine 
fields and crops.and cattle are to be cited 
as proof that no change. in the system 
of politics is wanted, why may not 
bad crops anda scarcity of food be 
cited in proof on the opposite side? 
The guartern loaf is now seventeen pence, 
It may be much dearer; but which 
of us would not be called’a most seditious 
villain, if he were to attribute the high 
price of the loaf to the mismanagement of 
public affairs? With full as much truth, 
however, and with as much sincerity 
might that be done, as the improvements 
of the roads.and bridges and canals, and 
cattle are imputed to the present system. 
There is no getting out of this. Either 
plenty is by no means to be attributed to 
the present mode of managing the affairs 
of the country, or, scarcity is,to be attri- 
buted to that same cause. The latter has 
the better ground to stand upon, because 
the waste of war must always be something, 
though, comparatively, it cannot be any 
great deal. The keeping of a great num- 
ber of the ablest hands from agricultural 
labour, and a great number of the. best 
horses from the same sort of labour: these 
must produce some effect, and as this cause, 
of diminution in point of produce, may, 
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arise from an erroneous management of 
the public affairs, part of the sufferings of 


scarcity may be attributable to the errors’ 


of government. Yet, in a time of scar- 
city of bread, that man would be deemed 
exceedingly base, who should lay the 
blame at the door of the prevailing system 
of government or politics ; all “ the king's 
friends,” as they have the insolence exclu- 
sively to call themselves, would say, that 
sucha man’s object was to excite discon- 
tentment and sedition. With what face, 
then, can they put forward “ the flourish- 


ing situation of the country”’ as a proof 


that the present mode of conducting pub- 
lic affairs is such that requires no change ? 
Let them answer this question; and let 
them give a satisfactory answer to it; or, 
let them, in future, forbear to cite what 
they call the flourishing state of the coun- 
try as a proof of the excellence of the sys- 
tem, which lets pass with impunity, 
crimes such as we have seen proved. 





The Abhorrers must not, however, pass 


off with the credit of inventing this argu- 
ment against Reform. They borrowed it 
from Mr. Davis Gippy’s reported Speech 
upon Mr. Brand’s motion, where he is 
stated to have said, that, “ The situation 
“ofthe country was most flourishing, as 
“our public works; canals, harbours, &c. 
“every where evinced. We had no mili- 
“‘ tary conscription as other countries had. 
“We had indeed taxes to pay; but fleets 
“and armies could not be supported without 
“ incurring @ great expence. The people of 
“the country however, lived at their ease, 
“and even to a prolonged period of life.’’ 
So, here is an additional reason for 
being content without Reform; to wit; 
that we live; aye, and that we live to be 
old too! This is, indeed, a five compli- 
ment to the borough-system! Say no 
more about it, ye cavillers. Ji lets us live; 
aye, lets us live out our life. Does not kill 
us. Does not knock us at head, when we 
become useless, as people do their old 
horses. This is something, indeed, 
though it has been pretty well ascertained 
that the Italians and ‘French and even 
Spaniards, live longer than we do. But, 
as to living at our ease, few are those, I 
fancy, who have to boast of that sort of 
happiness, unless they are -so situated as 
to draw their messin oY living out of the 
POMS quite as much as any man, 

arn or income, 

for the calls of the 
Here, in Mr. 























_ and roads and rivers. 


It is, indeed, a most outrageous insult 
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and roads and harbours. The Abhorrers 
of Westininster are mere imitators of M;. 
Giddy. But, as Mr. Giddy wii] not, Tam 
sure, deny that: “a flourishing country” 
cannot mean a country where the produce 
of the land is so deficient as to coinpel the 
said country to pay to its avowed enemy, 
the enemy whom it mortally hates, a tax 
upon apartof the bread that it eats ; aslam 
sure Mr. Giddy will not deny this, I shall 
certainly expect to hear him acknowledge, 
by-and-bye, that-he was not aware of this 
circumstance, when he made his speech. 
To what extent this dependance upon the 
enemy may go, I shall not pretend to say ; 
but, if it should go to any great extent, 
these reasoners may possibly have to re- 
pent of having broached such an argu. 
ment; of having, im answer to our com. 
plaints against mora! and political crimes, 
told us of the flourishing state of the lands 
Mr. Giddy, like 
the Abhorrers, or, rather, they like him, 
boast that we have no military conscription, 
which boast I shall leave them to enjoy, 
hoping, however, that, next time they use 
it, they willexplain what i is that military 
conscription means. But the Abhorrers go 
a little further, and tell us, that Buona- 
parté has sent thousands upon thousands 
ol his subjects to perish in Spain and Ger- 
many. They appear to have forgotten 
those whom we sent to perish in Flanders, 
in Portugal, in Holland, aud at Walcheren! 
Well may they ask: “how very diferent 
«is the situation of the people in this 
« happy country !” and well may they, 
omnipotent liars and hypocrites, call upon 
us to thank Divine Providence for the poli- 
tical blessings we enjoy !——Thus | wn 
miss these Abhorrers, upon whom I shoul 
have been ashamed to bestow sv nmiuch 
time, had I not perceived in their Decle- 
ration all those ingredients of decep'i 
by which so many good people have be« ‘i 
misled; and especially that mes! - 
chievous, though fallacious argument | : 
we are still better off than other nations are, pe 
particularly the French. What woul! - 
forefathers have said, if such an age: 
had been offered to them, when ney 
turned out king James and passed oy is 
of Rights? But, the truth 1s, ie: zal 
time, previously to the disgraceful je z 
dlarm, would such an argument have ml 
thouzht.of.. Read all the re 
the pamphlets of the reigns of the - 
and you will never find such an idea ¢ 
ing even from the most venal of ©! 
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the nation to be told, that it is not to com- 

lain, because it is still not so much op- 
ressed as those nations, whom it was for- 
merly wont to despise for their slavery. 
There is no point at which this reasoning 
is bound to stop; for, if we were reduced 
to the state of the French, there are the 
Chinese and the Turks and the Algerines 
to bid us look at, and “ thank Divime Pro- 
“ vidence,’ that our lot is better than 
theirs. We are, in short, to look all over 
the world, and as long as any part of the 
human race, any thing in human shape, 
is to be found more oppressed than we 
are, we are not to complain. Such is the 
main argument of the enemies of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. They have nothing else 
to offer; and, this, I trust, we shall treat 
with the indignation it deserves. 

W™. COBBETT. 
Botley, 31st May, 1810. 





COBBETT’S 
CUMPLETE COLLECTION OF 


State Trials: 


The Eicurgrentu Pant of the above 
Work was published yesterday. One 
Part will appear, with the greatest regu- 
larity, on the first of each succeeding 
month. . Subscribers who purchase the 
Work in Quarterly Volumes are respect- 
fully informed that the Sixth Volume is 
now ready for delivery. Of the Two 
Hunprep and Rides Taie Trials or 
Proceedings, of which the first six Vo- 
lumes consist, One-Hunxprep and Ten 
never before came into any Collection. 
The following is a List of the Articles 
contained ia the Sixth Volame : 


*.* The new Matter is marked (N.} 


208. Proceedings at the Conference in the 
Savoy, respecting a Keview of the Liturgy, 
a. D. 1661 [N.] 1a 

209. The Trial of John James, a Fifth Mo- 
narchy Man, at the King’s Bench for High 
Treason, a. D. 1661. 

210. The Trial of Sir Henry Vane, kat. at the 
King’s Bench for High Treason, a. p. 1662. 
211. The Trial of John Crook, Isaac Grey, 
aod John Bolton, Quakers, at the Old Bai- 
ley, for refusing to take the Oaths of Allegi- 

ance and Supremacy, A. D. 1662. 

212. The Trial of Thomas T George 
Philips, Francis Stubbs, James Hind, John 
Sellers, and Nath, Gibbs, at the Old Bailey, 
for High Seow, D. 1662... 

213, Trial of Mary Moders, alias Sted- 





man, styled the German Princess, at’ the Old 
Bailey, for Bigamy, a. p. 1663. 

214. Proceedings, in the House of Commons, 
respecting a Message, alledged to have been 
carried by the Earl of Bristol to the King 
from Sir Richard Temple, undertaking that 
the King’s Revenue sbould be settled, a. a, 
1663 [N.] 

215. Proceedings in Parliament agaiast Ed- 
ward Earl of Clarendoo, Lord High Chan- 
cellor of England, for High Treason, and 
other High Crimes and Misdemeanors, a. b. 
1663— 1667. 

216. The Trials of John Twyn, Printer, for 
High Treason; also of Thomas Brewster, 
Bookseller, Simon Dover, Printer, and Na- 
than Brooks, Bookbinder, for Misdemeanors, 
at the Old Bailey, a. ». 1663. 

217. The Trial of Colovel James Turner, 
John Turner, William Turner, Mary Turner, 
and Ely Turner, at the Old Bailey, fur Fe- 
lony apd Burglary, a. p, 1664. 

218. The Trial of Margaret Fell and George 
Fox, for not taking the Oath of Obedience, 
A. D. 1664 EN: 

219. A Trial of Witches, atthe Assizes held 
at Bury St. Edmond’s for the County of Suf- 
folk, a. D. 1665. Before Sir Matthew Hale, 
knt. then Lord Chief Baron of his Majesty's 
Court of Exchequer [N. 

220. The Trial of Mr. Benjamin Keach, at 
the Assizes at Aylesbury, in Buckingham- 
shire, for a Libel, a. p. 1665. 

221. The Case of the Jurisdiction of the 
House) of Peers, between Thomas Skinner, 
Merchant, and the East-India Company, 
a. D. 1666 [N.] 

222. The Trial of the Lord Morley, for Mure 
der, before the House of Lords, a. pv. 1666, 

223. Proceedings onan Impeachment of the 
Lord Viscount Mordaunt, of High Crimes 
and Misdemeanors, a. v. 1666[N. 

224. Examinations concerning the Firing of 
London, a. p. 1666[N.] 

225. Proceedings against Peter Pett, Gen- 
tleman, upon an Impeachment for several 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors, a. D, 1668, 
N.] * 

Fr 1 proceedings against Sir William Penn 
knight, upon an Impeachment for seve 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors, a. D. 1668, 
N. 

ak Tre Trials of Peter Messenger, Richard 
Beasley, William Green, Thomas Appletree, 
Jobn Earles, Williem Wilks, William Ford 
Richard Farrel, Edward Cotton, Edward 
Bedle, Richard Latimer, John Sharples 
Richard Woodward, Thomas Limerick, and 
Jobo Richardson, at the Qld Bailey, for 
High Treason, in tumulwonsly assembling 


themselves in Moorfields, and others places, 
under Colour of pulling dow Bandy Houses, 
a. D, 1668, “-e « ib? onic at 
298. Proceedings against the Earl of'Orrery, 
on an Impea ot of Hi 7 
Misdemeanors, s. D. yy 
290. ‘The Trial’ of Robert Hawki 
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late Minister of Chilton, at the Assizes at 
Aylesbury, for Felony)'a.p.°1669. 

230. The Trial of ‘Walliam Penn and Wil- 
liam Mead, at the Old Bailey, for a Tumul- 
tuous Assembly, a.°p. 1670... , 

231. Case of the Imprisonment of Edward 
Bushell, for alledyed Misconduct as a Jury- 
man, a) Dd. 1670 [N-] 

232. Proceedings 1» the House of Commons 

- against the Duke of Lauderdale, a. p. 1674. 
N. 

ab, A iia in the House of Commons 
against the Duke of Buckingham, a. p. 1674. 
N. 

a. J proceedhigs in the House of Commons 
against the “Earl of Arlington, a. p. 1674. 
N. ; 

235. The Proceedings in the Court of King’s- 
Bench, Exchequer; and House of Peers, in 
the Case of'Sir Samuel Barnardiston, bart. 
against Sir William Soame, Sheriff of Suffolk, 
concerning the Election of Members to Par- 
liament, A.D. 1674. 

236: Case of Privilege of Parliament: being 
Proceedings in» Parliament, on an Appeal 
brought in the House of Lords, ‘by Dr. Shir- 
ley, against Sir Jolin Fagg, and other Mem- 


bers of the House of Commons, A.D. 1675. 


[N.] 

287. Proceedings against Mr. Francis Jenkes, 
for a Speech made by him on the Tustings, 
at Guildhall, in the Citv of Londen, on Mid- 
‘summer-day, a. pv. 1676. 

438. The Trial of James Mitchel), in Scotland, 
‘for attempting the Murder of Dr. Jaines 

Sharp, Arclibishép. of St, Andrews, ‘and 
wounding the Bishep of Orkney, ap. 1677. 

439. Proceedings before the Lords of the 

“Articles, &e, against Charles! Maitland, of 
Halton, Treasnrer Depute, for Perjury, in 
having given a false Testimony, at the Trial: 
of James ‘Mitchel, a. pv. 1681. 

240. Proceedings in the Case of Anthony Earl 
‘ofShaltsbury, at the Kiny’s-Bench, on an 

Habeas Corpus, a.p"1677. “°° 

241. The Trial of Philip Earl of Pembroke 
-and Montgomery, at Westminster, for the 

Murdér of Nathanael Cony, ‘a. v. 16478. 
242. Case of the Constitution of the Island 

: of Famuive, a. D, 1678 -[N.] 


Inteodaction’ to the Trials for the Popish 


Plot, a. D. 1678-1685. 
+ Bufoet’s Account of ‘ae Popish Plot. - 
Outes’s Narrative of the horrid Plot’ and 
‘ Conspiracy ofthe Popish Party against 
the Life'ot his Sacred Majesty, the Go- 
vernment; and the Protéstant Religicn : 
: With a List of such Nébléiién, Gentle- 
mén, and’ others, as‘ were the Conspi 
Reed ly gO 
2 il and | 4 ere lo effect it. 
Me! Samuel ‘Avene Nacht of his Exa- 


_Mination before the Committee of Lords, 


3 bmn amit A 
PE Captain William, 
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Bedlow, deceased, relative to the Poo. 
Plot; taken im his last Sickness, bi Si 
Francis ‘North, Chief Justice of the 
Coort of Common: Pleas. | Tovetic, 
with the Narrative of Sir Francis Nor) 
at. the Council-Board: And the Letter 
of Sir Francis North, to Mr, Secretary 
Jenkins, relating to this Examination” 
Curious Passages published by Sir John 
' Dalrytiple; “as Extracts from Lord 
Keeper Nortl.’s MS. 
243. The Trialof William Stayley, Goldsmith 
at the King's-Bench, for High Treason, a, p. 
1678. 





REso.utions, Petitions, REMONsTRaNCcrs, 
&c.' on the Liperty oF THE Sunsect and 
PARLIAMENTARY ReForm, 1810. 


BERWICK. MEETINGS. 
(From the Berwick Advertiser.) 


On the 7th instant a Motion that had 
been formerly made was discussed in 
Guild, that certain Resolutions, express. 
ing the opinion of this Borough, be en- 
tered into, Comprising a Letter of Thanks 
to Sir Francis Burdett, and a Petition to 


Parliament for a more equal Representa- 


tion of the people; The Mayor warmly 
opposed tlie measdre, and urged the ne- 
cessity of adopting a different mode of pro- 
ceeding at thig particular crisis, by shew- 
ing their loyalty to Government, in re- 
jecting the Motion; alledging that in- 
terested motives could not be ascribed to 
him, as he was neither placeman nor pen- 
sioner ; but he considered it the duty of 
every man to stand by the Government ot 
the country. ~ 
Mr. James Graham, who made the 
Motion, replied, and: entered at large ito 
the meaning of Loyalty, which he con- 
tended meant a complete subserviency 
to Ministers, and an approbation of their 
measures, however ill planned, disastrous, 
disgraceful, or wasteful they might be; 
nothing but unbounded applause to every 
thing said. or done by the king’s ministers 
now, made a loyal subject ; ahd nate 
deficient any man might be {in his soca 
or rélative’duties, if he only said ai 
to every. ministerial measure, it operat 
as a Bill of indemnity for every u 
anomaly lie might.be guilty of, Mr. © 
then described what true loyalty, was, a! 
entered atlarge into the necessity of Par 
Jiamentary. Reform. Po 
A pollwas @emandéd ‘on the qv 
tion, which was proceeding. in the 
‘way, wher’ the Mayor,” tah ohh ol 
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quiring 24 persons present to constitute 

; Guild,) dissolved the Meeting, and by 
th is manceuvre got. rid of the question. 
Those Burgesses friendly tothe measure 
immediately called a Meeting of their 
brethren, and. arequisition was signed and 
presented to the ™: AY or for the use of the 
Hall, which was gr anted. On the follow- 
ing evening several Burgesses met, and 
signed the Resolutions originally proposed, 
which with the Letter of Thanks, were 
immediately transmitted to Sir Francis 
Burdett. On the Saturday following the 
Alfred Newspaper was received here bya 
m imber of the Freemen, containing the 

olutions, Letter, and Names of “those 
ako signed it; but fr om some error it was 
put in the Alfred as being the constitu- 
tional act of the Borough, in Guild as- 
sembled, which it was not ; for the Guild 
cannot act in a corporate capacity, with- 
out the presence of the Mayor. The fol- 
lowing are-the Resolutions and Letter, 
as they appeared in the Alfred ;— 

«“ Sir Francis Burdett.” 

« The loyal inhabitants of Berwick-upon 
Tweed having been convened by James 
Graham, esq. the Coroner, in the absence 
of the Mayor, (who has not been at Ber- 
wick for some time,) the following Reso- 
lutions were passed without a dissentient. 

Morion 1.—* Tfiat a Letter of Thanks 
from this Corporation be’ sent to Sir F, 
Burdett, for his steady perseverance to 
procure a redress of grievances, and a Re- 
form in Parliament, and his uniform pa- 
triotic defence of the Liberties of the 
People, particularly in the case of Mr. 
Gale Janes, who is now immured in a 
gaol, without having the benetit of that in- 
valuable privilege, which i is so justly dear 
to every Englishman—a ‘ Trial by Jury. 
And that our present. Representatives be 
instructed to. support the Petition pre- 


sented to Parliamént, by the independent. 


Electors of Westminster; ‘ and that our 
present members be furtlier instructed, to 
support to the utmost of their- power and 
abilities, the motion intended to be brought 
forward for’a Reform in the British House 
of Commons.—That these Resolutions be 
puptished 2 in the London Courier, Edin- 
urgh Advertiser, and the Berwick Ad- 
vertiser.”” 
and Address for a more equal representa- 
tion of the people in Patligye 
redress of Grievances, be presented 
House of 


ted to the. 






te Sage peek May 1806. 
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—Morion 2.—“ That a Petition. 





nt. and for a, 
Commons, and that our hepdacn’ =A ity since 
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The following is a copy of the Letter 
transmitted to Sir. Francis Rardett, and 
oi the Names of the Geutlemen signing ; 


To Str Francis Burverr, 


« Sir ;—We, the free 
Burgesses of Berwick-upon-Tweed, tak. 
Ing into consideration the particular cir. 
cumstances in. which this country has 
been placed for a long time past; the 
many important on ussions which have 


and independent 


taken place; the great variety of abuses 
which have. been discovered in almost 
every, department of the State; have, 


more or less, engaged the attention. of 
every considerate man; but the late 
transactions have justly filled the Nation 
with alarming anxiety. In all the de. 
bates which these matters have given 
birth te, in the British House of Com- 
mons, as well as upon any public occa- 
sion, it has given us much sati§faction to 
observe, that you have been. the uniform 
friend to not only Parliamentary, Reform, 
but to the Reform of all other abuses. 
We have likewise observed, with plea- 
sure, that your maxims of Reform, how- 
ever much they have been stigmatised_ by 
the friends of corruption, were not the 
ideas of afanciful Theorist, but the calm 
investigation of a mind, accustomed to 
deep rescarch, pointing out, upon every 
occasion, the Constitution in its original 
purity, asa rallying point for every real 
lover of his country. ‘This is the Reform 
which we want, and none other. We 
have likewise observed, with much plea- 
sure, that you have been the uniform 
friend of the distressed ; you haye upon 
every occasion exerted yourself to pro- 
cure aredress of their wrongs, or to miti- 
gate the sufferings of those who had few 
té help them. These things have en- 
deared you tothe friends of humanity, 
and must, no doubt, be a source of inward 
leasure and satisfaction to yourself.. The 
lively interest which, you took. relative to. 
the ‘commitment of Mr. Gale Jones, to 
Newgate (and which was the leading 
cause of your own much-to-be-lamented. 
situation) was greatly interesting to every. 
Eng lishman. We will not enter into the 
diteveion of the privileges of the House, 
of Commons, They certainly haye _pri- 
vileges of an extensive nature, and so 
Hong as they are popu in the defence of, 
he hives, i libert oe and property, of the peo, 
a pape the wil  diyhes vat 
t ivi-. 
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indefinite length of time, because they 
have presumed to discuss the merits or 
demerits of our own Representatives ; or 
even to publish their own opinions upon 
their conduct, without having the benefit 
of what is justly dear to Englishmen, a 
Trial by Jury, fills us with the most 
alarming apprehensions, and we scrupie 
not to sey, if passed into a law, or made a 
precedent for future conduct, all the gao!s 
of the kingdom will not be sufficient to 
coniain the twentieth part of the people 
who may be found guilty’ We consider 
the freedom of discussion, and the liberty 
of the press, as the birth-right of every 
Engiishman, and the best guardian of 
our rights and privileges, and hope, tha 
they will be handed down inviolated to 
the latest posterity. . It is from these con- 
siderations that we are this day assembled 
to express our gratitude to you, and to in- 
struct our Members to exert all their 
abilities to obtain a Reform in the British 
House of Commons, trusting that you wail 
continue the steady and inflexible patriot, 
with no other object in view, but the good 
of our country, and the happiness of every 
individual.—We sincerely hope, that you 
will soon be restored to your anxious fa- 
mily, and to fulfil the important duties of 
the Representation of your worthy Elec- 
tors. Weare very respectfuily, Sir, your 
most humble Servants, 
James Granam, Coroner.’ 

[This Letter was signed by other 65 

Burgesses. ] Berwick, May 11, 18r0. 


After the circulation of this Paper some 
of the Magistrates issued the following 
notice: 


“It appearing to us highly improper 
and indecorous, that the Coroner of this 
Borough should take upon himself to con- 


vene a Corporate Meeting, which he has_ 


no authority to do by the Charter, Con- 
stitution, or usage of the Corporation: 
and that 66 out of upwards of 500 resi- 
dent Burgesses should, ata Meeting so 
convened, make use of the name and au- 
thority of the Corporation in passing Re- 
solutions and giving instructions to the 
Representatives of the Borough, and that 
it is proper that such of the Burgesses as 
disapprove of this proceeding, should 
have an early opportunity of shewing 
their disapprobation, we request a Meet- 
ing of those Burgesses who concur with 
us in opinion, at the Town Hall, on Wed- 
nesday first at ten o’clock, 


TO THE INHABITANTS aT LARGE, 


« We also request a Meeting of the In. 
habitants of the Parish, to consider of the 
propriety of entering into Resolutions of g 
contrary tendency to those at the Meer. 
ing on the 5th inst. at the Town Hall, on 
the same day, at one. o’clock. Jons 
Criunie, Davin Locan, James Bet, Wx, 
Patrison.” 

Town-Haltt, Berwick, 

21 st May, i810. 


Accordingly at the time appointed, a 
numerous meeting of the Burvesses took 
place. One of the Magistrates then came 
forward, and proposed, that a Resolurion 
disapproving of the former ones should be 
adopted and signed by the Meeting.—It 
is impossible for us to describe the parti- 
culars of this Meeting, but the war of 
words, we understand, raged, and the 
epithets of placemen, pensioners, abetiers 
of corruption, &c. were plentifully be- 
stowed upon those Gentlemen who had 
called the Meeting. The clamour at 
length became so great, and the sense of 
the Meeting so decidedly hostile to the 
proposed Resolution, that a very large 
majority of the Burgesses quitied the 
Inner Hall, and stopped in the Outer one, 
when a number signed the original Reso- 
lutions. The Magistrates also signed their 
Resolution, and in course of the forenoon 
they went canvassing for names, but with 
little success. But this repulse at the 
Burgesses Meeting was nothing to the 
terrible defeat which they had to sustain, 
at the Meeting which assembled at one 
o’clock. 

At about half past one o’clock, the In- 
habitants. began: to assemble, and the 
Inner Hall was soon completely filled. 
Mr. J. Graham’s arrival was announced 
by thunders of applause. Mr. R. Romer 
then moved, that John Clunie, Esq. do 
take the Chair (Loud cries of No! no’) 
Mr. J. Graham was then proposed by 
numerous voices to take the Chair, and at 
the request of John Clunie, Esq. a division 
took place, when there appeared but few 
out of several hundreds in favour of bim- 
self. Mr. Graham immediately took ne 
Chair. amidst loud huzzas, and addresse 
the Meeting to the following effect :-— q 

Gentlemen ; I feel most sensibly 
bigh and distinguished honour which 
this day been conferred upon me. “pad : 
during the whole time of my rés! gt 
in Berwick, but once, do T recollect © 
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Meeting. It has all along been my con- 
stant endeavour to act in the most candid 
and liberal manner towards all those who 
mav differ from me in opinion; and I 
tryst, that on this occasion, an opportu- 
nity will be afforded to every Gentleman 
to express bis sentiments on the subject 
for which this Meeting has been called. 
Gentlemen, truth is our object, and if our 
cause will not bear discussion, that cause 
cannot be good. I trust, therefore, that 
no interruption will be made to any one 
in the expression of his sentiments, how- 
ever much these sentiments may differ 
from ours. It is the inherent right of 
every man, and especially of Englishmen, 
upon every occasion on which his rights 
and liberties are at stake, to express his 
opinions in a legal, constitutional and 
frm manner. Gentlemen, the laws of 
my country no man values and reveres 
more than I do, and did I live in Tur- 
key, or in any other country, I would 
consider it to be my duty to submit to the 
laws of such country. | But in order to pay 
a willing obedience to such laws, it is ne- 
cessary that they be clearly defined, and 
intelligible to my mind. It is absolutely 
impossible for me to know whether I am 
acting agreeably to laws of which I have 
no knowledge. What opimon can we 
have of the government of that country, 
Wire the subjects are punished not ac- 
cording to written, clear, and explicit 
laws, but to laws of an arbitrary and unde- 
fined nature. The greatest tyrants and 
despots of whom I ever read in history, 
had laws, however cruel those laws might 
be, that were clearly understood by their 
subjects. Gentlemen, the case of JohnGale 
Jones you are all. well acquainted with. 
He was. sent to gaol for the violation of 
what is cailed the Privileges of the House 
of Commons, and if we may credit news- 
Paper reports has the scanty pittance ‘of 
two-penny worth of bread in the four and 
twenty hours. That the House of Com- 
mons have great Privileges, I do not deny, 
but such Privileges I do contend are not 
superior to the laws of the land. The 
House of Commons have no right, in my 
opinidn, to punish any subject of these 
realms contrary to those laws. Agree- 


ably to Magna Charta, and the great and 
glorious laws framed by our wise and ve- 
nerable ancestors, no man shall suffer pu- 
nishment without a Trial by. Jury. Mr. 
Gale Jones is at present incarcerated, 
without enjoying t 
trial, What a 


privilege of such 
us situation are we 
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placed in, if at the discretion of the House 
of Commons, we are liable to be punished 
for any opinion which we may express 
contrary tothe wish of that House. Gen- 
tlemen, were these privileges clearly de- 
fined and hung up in every court and pub- 
lic place in every town, in that case, we 
should know well what we were about; 
and if we chuse then to act in contradic- 
tion to those privileges, we must quietly 
acquiesce in the punishments incurred. 
But while I know nothing of these privi- 
leges, how am I certain but at this very mo- 
ment 1 may be violating them, What I 
wish most strenuously to impress upon your 
minds and recommend to your considera-. 
tion, is the absolute necessity of a Reform 
in the Commons House of Parliament. 
Without this, Gentlemen, no good is to be 
done. Itis indeed the only great and ne- 
cessary object for the salvation of this 
country. It is allowed indeed to be so, 
by every intelligent and considerate man 
in this kingdom. The Commons them- 
selves admit the necessity of a Reform, 
and none but the most venal, corrupt, and 
pelf-pursuing crew oppose it. Gentle- 
men, it is needless I dare say, for me to 
expatiate on a topic of which I presume 
your minds are already made up as to the 
necessity. With regard to the imprison- 
ment of sir F. Burdett, I give it as my 
firm belief that his imprisonment is per- 
fectly illegal; in this belief I have the 
sanction of my lord Erskine, who in that 
truly noble and excellent speech, which I 
dare say you have all read, which was de- 
livered a few days ago in the House of 
Lords, upon the Privileges of Parliament : 
in which speech he asserts most unequivo- 
cally, that the Commons have no right to 
inflict punishment but by law. Upon that 
occasion, he said, that should the Com- 
mons imprison my lord Ellenborough, 
he would resist the usurpation with his 
strength, his bones, and his blood, Sir S. 
Romilly, too, another great and constitu- 
tional lawyer, has given it as his opinion ; 
that the Commons have made a stretch of 
power. Gentlemen, I shall conclude with 
again recommending it to you to give 
every one who wishes to express his opi- 
nion, a patient hearing. 

Mr. George Bogue then came forward 
with the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, Ist. That this Meeting do 
highly approve of the proceedings of the, 
Bar of this Borough, at their Meet- 
ing of the 8th instant, in which they ex- 
pressed their approbation of the conduct 
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of sir Francis Burdett, and entirely concur 
in their opinion that a Reform in Pariia- 
ment is absolutely necessary for the salva- 
tion of our country.—2d, That this Mect- 
ing do highly disapprove of the conduct of 
the magistrates above-named, in calling a 
Meeting for the specific purpose of coun- 
ter-acting the Resolutions of the Meeting 
of the Burgesses on the sth instant, legally 
and constitutionally convened; and the 
more so, that after finding at the Meeting 
convened by themselves, that a great ma- 
jority disapproved of their proceedings, 
they have resorted to the unconstitutional 
means of canvassing the Borough, and 
using their influence for obtaining Signa- 
tures to their Counter-Resolutions.—34d, 
That this Meeting do recommend to the 
Burgesses of this Borough, previously to 
the election of their Representatives in 
Parliament, seriously to consider whether 
those persons who offer themselves as Can- 
didates are men o; such independent prin- 
ciples as entitle them to the confidence of 
their Constituents: aud that a Petition tothe 
Commons House of Parliament, for a more 
equal representation of the people, and for 
a redress of grievances, be presented from 
this Meeting. —4th, That the Thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the Chairman, 
for his able and impartial conduct inthe 
Chair.—5th, That the above Resolutions 
be signed by the Chairman, and inserted 
in the Alfred London Newspaper, and Ber. 
wick Advertiser. 
On the first Resolution being read, Mr. 
Buryn then spoke in substance as follows : 
Sir; I most decidedly object to that 
Resolution. Istand here, however, as in- 
dependent as any man. I insist upon the 
right of being heard, and I shall state to 
_you what are my objections to that Reso- 
lution. Gentlemen, the laws of this coun- 
try 20 man esteems more highly than I 
do. From my profession, I must have 
some knowledge of those laws. ‘To the 
liberties and just rights of Englishmen, I 
am a warm friend ; those rights and liber- 
ties I shall ever support. Gentlemen, it 
is my interest to do so; it never can be 
supposed, surely, that I can wish to vio- 
late; to. rob-the people of those rights. 
I am myself:one of the people, and it 
cannot be supposed that I can act other- 
wise than support them. — Gentlemen, 
Great Britain, at this, niomentous period, 


stands like a mighty column in the midst, 
ofa ‘waste. She has withstood the 


locks w ch have produced the downfal 
and, destruction of. surrounding nations. 


: 
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She is at this moment pre-em’ 
This is. owing in a peculiar n 
excellent Laws and Constitution, fo 
she is distinguished above all ot 
tries. Ours is.a‘Constitution, Gentlemen 
which has been the admiration of ‘the 
‘wisest and most learned in every country ; 
the envy of many nations. Gentlemen’ jt 
is our sacred duty to rally round this Con. 
stitution. It is our duty to preserve jt in. 
violate. It is my veneration for the laws 
of my country, which prevents me fiom 
acceding to that Resolution. Sir P. By. 
dett, Gentlemen, [ am willing to b-lieye 
is actuated by the very best intentions, 
I give him full credit for those intentions 
I believe him to be an honest man, and to 
have at heart the real welfare of his coup. 
try. He possesses, I must say, great 
talents and ability. Still I do contend, 
that, notwithstanding all this, he is not 
infallible.’ Sir F, Burdett is liable to 
error; to mistake. The contest between 
him and the House of Commons is at this 


t which 


‘moment before the most solemn and august 


judicature of this kingdom, or perhaps of 
the whole world, the Court of King’s 
Bench. Gentlemen, the decision of that 
Court, it is our duty to abide by as the 
law in this case ; I cannot pretend to say, 
whether Sir Francis has acted right or 
wrong. I shall acquiesce in the decision 
of that Court. _ If it is decided there that 
Sir Francis has done right, I shall with all 
my heart and soul subscribe to that Reso- 
lution; but if it is decided that he has 
done wrong, I must of course act othet- 
‘wise. The passing of this Resolution can 
have no effect on the question at issue. 
It rests not with us to pronounce how fat 
Sir Francis bas acted right or wrong. 
This is not the time to decide on this 
matter, and I consider, that such Resolu- 
tion is a prejudging of the question. 
therefore move, as an amendment to that 
Resolution, that this Meetinyy do adjoura. 
(Murmurs and marks of disapprobation.) 
Mr. MM. Jameson spoke as follows :— 
Although I completely differ in opimon 
from the last Speaker, I-give bim credit 
for the frank and manly way in which he 


has delivered his sentiments; I too pro 


fess myself to be a lover of our Constitu- 
tion, and a friend of the people, of whom 
I aman humble individual. _T have sworn 
allegiance to my king, I have bome 
arms as a volunteer in the service of my 
country, I am ready and willing to do : 
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tnowledge of the laws and constitution | 
of my country, and the more I know ot | 
it, tbe more Ladmire and revere our glo- 
rious Constitution. ‘But with all this re- 
verence fur the Constitution, 1 cannot ad- 
mire the abuses which have from time to 
time crept into it. I will rally round the 
King, the Constitation, and the Laws, but 
| will not rally round the present weak 
and ineflicient Ministry! men who have 
aralyzed and exhausted the strength and 
resources of the Country, in ill-fated, and 
inglorious Expeditions. With regard to 
the argument that the present is not the 
time for the people to declare their senti- 
ments—I am of a quite contrary opinion. 
This was the stale trick always resortedto 
by the Enemies of Reform, by which the 
good People of England had been so long 
and so often duped and deceived. It was 
indeed the old story over again. “ When 
[ have a more convenient season, [ will 
sen for you.” On the contrary, in my 
humble opinion, to use the emphatic lan- 
guage of Sir F. Burdett, « Now is the 
tine for every Englishman to speak out,” 
and no danger could possibly result from 
the expression of the public epinion— 
Those who are acquainted with the 
honour and probity of Lord Ellenborough 
and the integrity of a British Jury, know, 
that they would decide according to the 
Law of the Land; for my part I most cor- 


mentary conduct of Sir F. Burdett, who I 
believe to be one of the most patriotic 
Members in’ the House of Commons, who 
has been the steady and uniform friend of 
Reform, the determined enemy of Corrup- 
tion, and has always stood forth the Cham- 
pion of the Rights and Privileges of the 
People.—The question was whether the 
House of Commons had a right to im- 
Prison the people of _England without 
tral, $ir Francis has denied that riglit-— 
and in that opinion I beg leave humbly to 
concur, By Magna Charta, noman could 
be imprisoned ‘except according to the | 
Law of the Land, or the judgment of his 
Peers. It was contended, tliat the privi- 
lege claimed: by the House of Commons 
Was according to the Laws and Custom of 
Parliament, and consequently. part of the 
Law of the Land, and in support of this 
doctrine, the names of Lords Hale: and 
Coke were cited ; great naihes certainly 
towhich I am-bound to pay respect and 
reverence. But if it should appear that 
there were statutes unrepealed, standing 
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enstom, which I have no doubt wil] ‘turn 
out to be the case, Tsay with Lord Er- 


} i] 


skine, that sicn statu 


s while unrepealed 
must be taken to be the Law of the Land 
—and no power in this country short of 
the authority of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons can repeal them. The Laws of the 
Land I reverence, but 1 also say with 
Lord Erskine, that I would rather die than 


| submit to any authority but the dominion 


of the laws.—For these and other reasons 
I beg leave most cordially to second the 
Resolution. ! 

Mr. Jackson.—Mr. Chairman, Mr. Jame- 
son says that he approves of the whole of 
the conduct of Sir F. Burdett: Now, I 
wish to know whether he approves of that 
art of hisconduct of purchasing a'seat in 
the House of Commons from the Duke of 
Newcastle—this is a fact which cannot be 
denied, (cries of Lie! lie! False! false !) 
It is well known too, that at the Middlesex 
Election, when he epposed Mr. Main- 
waring, 1,200 persons were guilty of 
perjury ; when prosecutions were com- 
menced against them, bills of indictment 
were found against sixty; Sir Francis then 
proposed to Mr. Mainwaring, thatif he 
would withdraw his prosecutions against 
those persons he would resign hisseat, which 
was accordingly done.—(Loud hisses.) 

Mr. Todd, i cremate ghey Jameson 
says, that he has the highest confidence in 
my lord Ellenborough anda British Jury, 
and that the verdict which will be.given 
will be a just one. If that is the case; why 
doeshe press this Resolution and not wait 
till that verdict is given ? It is surely pre- 
mature to give dn opinion at this meeting 
as such an opinion may be different from, 
‘that verdict—({Hisses, and cries of Go 
to School! go to School! where are 
your scholars! what business have you 
here !) 

The-first, second, and third Resolutions 
were then put, dind-carried amidst a ge- 
neral acclamation. The Chairman then 
read a draught of a Petition to the House of 
Commons, for a Reform in that House, 
which was most highly and loudly. ap- 
proved of. . The» Magistrates who. called 
the Meeting retired with one ot two of 
their friends, amidst groans, hisses, and 
cries of Sneaking off, sneaking off, Stole 
away, stole away:—Mr. Jameson then 
moved the 4th Resolution, which wis un- 
anitmously agreed to amidst the Joudest 

laudits: It was then :moved that these 
| Resohitidnabé inserted in the Berwick Ad- 
vertiser, and in the Alfred London pa- 





On the statute book in restraint of this 
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per, which was agreed to.—On the motion 
of Mr, Jameson, Thata:‘Committee be ap- 

inted te revise and correct the Petition 
which had been read byithe Chairman, to 
be presented to the Hense*of Commons for 
a Reform thereof, and that it ‘be signed by 
the Chairman and the Committee in be- 
half of the Mecting, was unanimously 
agreed to.—A number of gentlemen were 
then nominated and appointed as a Com- 
mittee for that purpose. 

Mr. Grahani was then chaired from the 
Hall, and followed by several hundred of 
the Inhabitants, who cheered him all the 
way to his own house. - 





SIR FRANCIS BURDETT. 


First Rerort from the Select Committee 
on Proceedings relative to Sir Francis Bur- 
dett.—[ Ordered, by the House of Commons, 
to be printed, 11th May, 1810, 


The Select Committee, appointed to con- 
sider of the Proceedings had, and to 
be had, with reference to the several 
Papers signed “ Francis Burdett ;” 
the Contents ef which related to his 
being apprehended and committed 
to the Tower of London; and which 
Papers were communicated to the 
House by Mr. Speaker, upon the 
13th and 17th days of April last; 
and to report such Factsas they may 
think necessary, together with their 
Opinion thereupon, from time to time 
to the House; and to whom the mat- 
ters stated by the Serjeant at Arms 
attending the House, and the Process 
served upon him in an Action at Law 
by Sir Francis Burdett ; and also the 
Summons served on Mr. Speaker, 
andthe Notice of Declarafion deli- 
vered to the Serjeant at Arms, at the 


suit of the said Sir Francis Burdett, |. 


were referred ; have, pursuant to the 
Orders of the House, with all dis- 
patch, considered the matters re- 
ferred to them; and have agreed to 
the following Report :— 

It appears to your Committee, after re- 
ferring to the order of the House of the 
5th day of April last, for the commitment 
of Sir Francis Burdett to the Tower ; the 
Warrants of the Speaker for that purpose ; 
the Letter of Sir Francis Burdett to the 
2 A dated the 17th day of April last; 
Report and Examination of the Ser- 


jeant at Arms, touching hi peecoedings 
Ia the ‘endsghen of aletsctileteonnt 
_ notices of the Speaker referred to your 
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Committee; the demand made upon t} 

re 
Serjeant at Arms of a copy of the warran 
under which he arrested Sir Francis Bur 
dett; the writ served upon the Serjeant 
and the summons served upon the Speake 
and the notice of declaration filed against 
the Serjeant; which said notices, demand C 
writ, and summons, are all at tie Suit oF 
on behalf of the said. Sir Francis Burdet; 
and all bear the name of the same Soli- 
citor, John Ellis:—That the said proceed. ti 
ings have been brought against the Speak. Mim t! 
er and the Serjeant, on account of what C 
was done by them respectively in obedi- MN 2 
ence to the order of the House; and for it 
the purpose of bringing into question, be. 


fore a Court of Law, the legality of the u 
proceedings of the House in ordering the i 
commitment of Sir Francis Burdett, and ( 


of the conduct of the Speaker and the Ser- b 
jeant in obedience to that Order. ti 

1.—Your Committee, not in conse. C 
quence of any doubt upon the question so i 
intended to be raised, but for the purpose F 


of collecting into one view such prece- i 
dents of the proceedings of the House, n 
upon cases of Breach of Privilege, as tl 
might afford light upon this important 

subject, have in the first place examined F 
the Journals, with relation to the practice d 


of the House in commitment of persons, 0 
whether members or others, for breaches it 
of privilege, by offensive words or writings 
derogatory to the honour and character 
of the House, or of any of its members; 
and they have found numerous instances, 
in the history of Parliament, so far as the 
Journals extend, of the frequent, uniform, 
and uninterrapted practice of the House 
of Commons,;to commit to different cus- 
todies persons whom they have adjudged 
guilty of a breach of their privileges by 
so offending. 

The statement of these precedents 
which establish the law of pariament 
upon this point by the usage of Parlie 
ment; the utility of such iaw; and the 
necessity which exists, for 1(s continuance, 
in order to maintain the dignity and - 
dependence of the House of Commun; 
its analogy to the acknowledged power 
of Courts of Justice, and the recognitie® 
of such right in various instances, 0Y : 
authorities, by judicial decisions, 20° ( 
the other branch. of the legislatures 
well as the invariable assertion and woos 
tenance of it by the House of — 
are topics which may be: reserved ne 
further Report. Ai d; although theres 
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thought proper to direct prosecutions for | them in the King’s Bench, they were sen- 


uch offences, yet the Committee confident- 
jy state that the more frequent practice of 
the House at all times has been to vindi- 
cate itsown privileges by its own authority. 

9, The subject which appears to your 
Committee to press most urgently for an 
immediate report, is, the state of the law 
and the practice of the House in cases 
either of criminal prosecution or civil ac- 
tion against any of its Members, for any 
thing spoken or done’ in the House of 
Commons; or for any proceeding against 
any of its officers, or other persons act- 
ing under its authority. 

The principal instances to, be found 
under this head arose out of those proceed-’ 
ings Which, in the time of Charles I, 
Charles U1, and James Il, were ‘instituted 
by the officers of the Crown, in deroga- 
tion of the rights and privileges of the 
Commons of England. Those proceed- 
ings were resisted, and resented by the 
House of Commons; were condemned by 
the whole legislature, as‘utterly and di- 
rectly contrary tothe known laws and sta- 
tutes and freedonr of this realm ; and led 
directly tea the declaration of the Bill of 
Rights, « That the freedom of speech, and 
debates or proceedings in Parliament, 
ought not to be impeached or questioned 


fin any court or place out of Parliament ;”’ 


—and your Committee have no hesitation 
in stating, that this article ih the Bill of 
Rights extends as clearly to acti@ns or in- 
dictments brought, or prosecutions by in- 
dividuals, as to informations or other pro- 
ceedings directly instituted by the autho- 
rity of the Crown. 

The law of Parliament on this subject, 
so far as relates to words spoken’ in Par- 
liament, was legislatively declared in a 
statute to be found in the Parliament roll 
of the 4th of Henry VIII. that act, 
the Rights and Privileges of free speech 
in Parliament are established, anda spe- 
cial action is given in favour of the party 
inured by any action brought against, 
him for words spoken in Parliament. And, 
from this statute, it appears that Parlia- 
ment, at that time, when the case occur- 
ted, which seemed to shew the wine 
ency of legislative provision to give fuller 
force and protection to its privileges, 
made it the subject of such provision. 

In the 5th of Charles I. an information 
against Sir J. Elliot, Denzel 


Holies, Esq. and Benjamin Valentine, for 


their speeches ‘and conduct in the House. 
of Commons; judgment was given against 





tenced to imprisonment, and wére fined: 
In the Parliament which met in 1640, the 
House of Commons, after a report made of 
the ‘state of the*eases of Mr. Holles and 
the rest of the imprisoned Members, in 
the 3d of Charles, came to several resolu- 
tions ; by which they resolved, that these 
proceedings were against the law and pri- 


| vilege of-Parliament ; and condemned the 





authors and actors in them, as persons 
guilty of a breach of the privilege of Par- 
liament. 

In the reign of Charles II. these pro- 
ceedings were again taken into considera- 
tion; and the House of Commons came to 
several Resolutions. On the 12th of No- 
vember 1667, they resolved, That the Act 
of Parliament in the 4th year of the reign 
of Henry VIII. above referred to, is a de- 
claratory law of the ancient and necessar 
Rights and Privileges of Parliament. On 
the 23d of November 1667, they resolved, 
That the judgment abeve referred to 
against Sir J. Elliot, D. Holles, and B. 
Valentine, Esquires, in the King’s Bench, 
was an illegal judgment; and on the 7th 
December 1667, they desired the concur- 
rence of the Lords. The Lords, on the 
12th of December, agreed with the ‘Com- 
mons in these votes. 

Your Committee next refer to the case 
of Sir William Williams; the detail of 
which they proceed to imsert from the 
report of a former committee of this 
House. 

The case of Sir William Williams, 
against whom, after the dissolution of the 
Parliament held at Oxford, an information 
was brought by the posing Mer in 
the King’s Bench, in Trin. Term. 36 Car. 
2, for a misdemeanor, for having printed 
the information against Thomas Danger- 
fiéld, which he had ordered to be printed 
when he was Speaker, by order of the 
House. Judgment passed against him on 
this information, in the second year of 
King James II. This. proceeding the 
Convention Parliament deemed so great a 

ievance, and so high an infringement of 
the rights of Parliament, that it appears to 
your Committee to be the principal, if not 
ihe sole object, of the first part of the 
eighth head of the means used by King 
James to subvert the laws and liberties 
this kingdom, as set forth in the declara- 
tion of the two Houses: which will ap- 

r evident from the account given in the 
seed 8th February, 1688, of the form~- 
ing of that declaration, the eighth head of 
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which was at first conceived in these words: | 
videlicet, “ By cansing mformations to be 
brought and prosecuted in the Court of 
King’s Bench, for matter causes Cog- 
nizable onty in Partanentjand, by divers 
other arbitrary and illegal: courses.” 

bith February, 1688.— To this article 
the Lords disagreed ; and gave for a rea~ 

} 

what is meant by it, nor what instances 
there have been of it; which therefore 
they desire may be explained, if the 
House shall think fit to insist further on it.” 

12th February, 1688.—‘ ‘The House 
disagree with the Lords in their amend- 
ment of leaving out the 8th Article. But 
in respect to the liberty given by the 
Lords m explaining that matter; Resol- 
ved, ‘ That the words do stand in this 
manner; by prosecutions in.the Court of 
King’s Bench for matters and causes cog- 
nizable only in Parliament, and by divers 
other arbitrary and illegal courses.’ By 
which amendment, your Committee ob- 
serves, that the House adapted the Article! 
more correctly to the case they bad in 
view; for the information was filed in 
King Charles II.’s time ; but the proseca- 
tion was carried on, and judgment obtain- 
ed, in the 2nd year of King Tames,” 

‘ That the meaning of the House should 
be made more evident to the Lords, the 
House “ordered, “ That Sir William Wil- 
hams be added to the managers of the 
conference ;” and Sir William Williams 
the same day reports the conference with 
the Lords; and, “ That their Lordships 
had adopted the article in the words as 
amended by the Commons.” And cor- 
responding to this article of grievance, is 
the assertion of the right of the subject, in 
the ninth article of the declaratory part of 
the Bill of Rights; viz.“ That the free- | 
dom and debates or proceedings in Par- 
liament, ought not to be impeached or 
oneenes in any court or place out of: 

rliament.”” 

‘To which may be added, the latter 
part of the sixth resolution of the excep- 
tions to be made in the Billof Indemnity, 
Journal, vol, x. p. 146, wherein, after. re- 
citing the surrender of charters, and the | 
violating the rights and freedoms of elec- 
tions, &c. it proceeds in these words: 
** And the questioning the. proceediags of 
Parliament, out of Parliament, by decla- 
rations, informations, or otherwise, are 


{ 
pay exceed out of the Bill of Indem. 

On the 11th of June, 1689, the Hous 
ordered, “ That the Records of the Coun 
of King’s Bench, relating to the proceed. 
ings against William Williams, Esq. now 
Sir William Williams, Knt. and Bart, |,:0 
Speaker of this House, be brought jini; 
this House, by the Custos Brevium of 
said Court, on Thursday morning nest, 

On the 12th of July, “ the Record wa; 
read ; and the House thereupon Resolyed, 
That the judgment given in the Court of 
King’s Beich, in Easter term 2 Jac, 24) 
against. W. Williams, Esq. Speaker of the 
House of Commons in the parliament held 
at Westminster 25th October, 32 Car. 2dj, 
for matter done by order of the House of 
Commons, and as Speaker thereof, is ay 
illegal judgment, and against the frecdow 
of Parliament. 

« Resolved, That.a bill be brought ix 
to reverse the said judgment.” 

This bill was twice read, but went no 
further .in that session ;—A similar bill 
was in the following ‘session ordered to be 
brought in; and a third bill passed the 
Commons in 1695, and was sent up to the 
House of Lords, but did not proceed there 
to a second reading. 

It appears further, that on the 41h of 
June, 1689, “ a petition of John Topliam, 

Sq.. was fead; setting forth, that he, 
being aSerjeant at Arms, and attending 
the House in the years 1679 and 168%, 
when. several orders were made, and dy 
rected to the Petitioner, for the taking 
into his custedy the several persons ol 
Sir Charles Neal, &c. &c. and others, tor 
several misdemeanors, by them comm 

d, in breach of the privilege of the 

ouse ; and after that the Commons were 
dissolved, the said persons, being resolved 
to ruin the Petitioner, did, in Hilary 
Term, the 33rd or 34th of King Charles, 
sue the Petitioner in the King’s Benchia 
several actions of trespass, battery, % 


false imprisonment, for taking and dets! 
ing them’ as aforesaid: to which action 
the. Petitioner pleaded to the jurisdiction 
of the Court, the said several. orders; but 

ch: his plea was over-ruled ; the thea 
doses rifting the Petitioner to plead od 
chief, and thereupon he pleaded the " 
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